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13 Pitch Surrounds and Spectator Facilities 

 

Pitch Surrounds 

13.1 It is recommended that every synthetic hockey pitch is surrounded by a barrier, primarily to 

exclude unwanted vehicles, spectators and animals and to contain the activities of the players. 

13.2 A chain-link mesh fence, one metre or a little higher, is often used, but these tend to deteriorate 

quickly, and a better solution could be a more substantial pre-cast concrete or masonry block 

wall up to 1.5 metres high.  If the mesh solution is selected, serious consideration should be 

given to casting a low concrete wall (say 150mm wide by 200mm high) into which hooks or 

fasteners have been cast every metre or so along its length to provide fixings for attaching the 

bottom of the mesh securely. 

13.3 If possible, it is advisable to have water canons for pitch irrigation and other such pitch-side 

facilities within the confines of the boundary barrier (but not in locations where they could be a 

danger to players or umpires). 

13.4 Team benches / dugouts and, if proposed to hold top-level competitive matches at the venue, 

the technical table, should also be accommodated within the boundary. 

13.5 An important element of pitch maintenance is control of the persons entering it, their dress upon 

entry and their behaviour once inside.  This is best supervised if there is only one point of entry 

through the surrounding barrier.  A further access point is needed for maintenance equipment, 

but this should be kept locked at all times unless needed for legitimate purposes.  The boundary 

construction described above will deter any casual access to the playing area.  It will not, of 

course, prevent the determined individual from gaining access, but such matters should be 

considered as part of the overall security measures. 

13.6 In deciding the type of surround for the venue, consider the prospect of using it for sponsors’ 

advertising and how this might be displayed. 

13.7 It is usual to erect a safety screen of chain-link mesh behind each goal, the location where balls 

are most likely to leave the playing area often at speed.  Spectators seated or standing near or 

behind a goal are clearly in danger of being injured from a ball travelling at high speed.  The 

fence provides protection, while still enabling the match to be watched.  The length and height 

of the fence will depend on the extent of the spectator facilities in the area. 

13.8 The larger and higher the fence, the more care will be needed in its design, as wind loads can 

be significant, even for a mesh fence.  Regular checks also need to be carried out to confirm the 

integrity of the mesh to stop and contain hard-struck balls because mesh is easily damaged. 

13.9 If there are any buildings, structures or public areas that would be at risk of damage or injury 

due to a flying ball, they should be suitably protected. 
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13.10 The construction of a match scoreboard and clock is a worthwhile possible addition to any 

hockey facility.  The information available should include as a minimum: the team names, the 

score, a clock (giving the actual time) and a countdown clock (giving the amount of time left in 

the half). 

 

Spectator Facilities 

13.11 Spectators are a very important aspect of all sports and sports facilities.  Without them the sport 

could not survive.  Hockey is no exception.  It is paramount that spectators should be made to 

feel welcome, comfortable and safe.  The extent to which the facility owner is prepared to go to 

satisfy these criteria will obviously depend very much on the size of any spectator crowds 

anticipated. 

13.12 Spectators will feel welcome if entrance to the pitch surrounds and viewing areas is easily 

attained.  For normal club facilities this means: the vehicle park is reasonably close; wide, 

paved pedestrian footways are maintained; and, if matches are to be played at night, those 

footways are well lit.  For larger facilities, hosting major events with large crowds, adequate 

ticket barriers and clear signing to designated seating areas will also be necessary.  

13.13 For comfort, spectators now expect to have individual, plastic moulded seats.  Timber or 

concrete bench-type seating is easy to provide but very uncomfortable to sit on for any length of 

time.  Moulded seats can be a permanent fixture or hired from various suppliers from time to 

time as the event demands.  This is common practice where a facility is furnished for a one-off 

event, such as an international tournament, only to be down-sized for further general use. 

13.14 For large arenas, plastic seats will probably be bolted to stepped-concrete bases within a large 

grandstand.  For temporary seating, timber structures, steel scaffolding, or a combination of 

both provide ideal solutions.  As mentioned in the section of this Guide about Site Selection and 

Conditions, many sports complexes have earthwork bunds, slopes or embankments on which 

spectators can sit.  By cutting horizontal terraces at regular intervals up the bunds, slopes or 

embankments, excellent bases can be formed to support the timber or scaffolding framework 

(permanent or temporary) for the seating. 

13.15 It is important that the gradients formed by the tiers of seating are not too steep.  It may be 

tempting to steepen these slopes in order to accommodate more rows of seats into a given site 

area, but there is a risk of compromising safety if they are excessive and may even contravene 

local building regulations. 

13.16 As mentioned earlier in this Guide, given that the recommended orientation for a hockey pitch is 

roughly north-south, a spectator stand or bund on the west side would be preferred. 

13.17 Spectators also require adequate toilets and washrooms conveniently located around the site.  

Clearly the numbers must be sufficient to accommodate a capacity crowd.  This can be 

uneconomical if such events are few and far between, unless provision can be made for 

temporary facilities for such occasions, but health and safety regulations may restrict or even 

prevent this option. 
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13.18 Facilities for food and beverage services are always welcome at a sports facility.  Try to ensure 

that there are sufficient outlets to serve the anticipated demand.  Remember that the peak rush 

will be during the half-time interval – so be prepared!  Facilities should be conveniently located, 

but not too close to the playing surface to avoid the risk of food and drink being spilt onto it.  

13.19 For smaller facilities and private clubs, an outlet from a side door to the clubhouse kitchen may 

be sufficient to provide an extra encouragement to spectators to support the matches.  

Alternatively, a drinks and snack machine could be made available.  

 

 

Summary of Key Points 

• Suitable barriers should be erected around the playing area and around the whole 

facility for security, safety and avoidance of damage. 

• It is especially important to provide high fences behind the goals for the safety of 

spectators, passers-by or buildings. 

• In the design, bear in mind the needs of spectators who are important to the support 

and development of the game. 

 


